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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 
held in the Town Hall on 

 
Thursday 5 September 2024 at 6.30 pm 

 
 

 
PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby (Chairman) 

Councillor K Hind 
 

 South Ward Councillor Ms R Clarke 
Councillor P J Lawrence 
Councillor S Inch 
 

 East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb  
Councillor Mr J Hellyer (Substitute) 
Councillor J McKenzie 
 

 
 

West Ward  
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Swan (Town Clerk) 
 

24.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillor Mrs L Hellyer – East Ward, Personal. 
 

25.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 
None. 
 

26.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 
 
There was one member of the public present. 
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27.  MINUTES 

 
Proposed by Councillor Mc Kenzie and seconded by Councillor Ms R Clarke, the Minutes 
of the  Meeting held on 25 July 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
(Vote – For: 5, Against: 0, Abstention: 2)  
 

28.  CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 
 

 
a. Ford Rock Update - The Town Clerk reviewed the financial results in the agenda pack 

for the recently completed Ford Rock Project.  
 
The Councillors noted what an excellent job had been done by the Town Rangers on the 
site and within the budget. 

 
b. Town Ranger Depot New Build – The Town Clerk updated the Councillors on the 

financial position of the new building. 
 
The Councillors noted they were pleased with the rapid progress the build was making. 

 
 

29.  ACCOUNTS 
 

a) Payment List 
 
Councillor Lawerence questioned what the payment to CTA Training was and the 
Town Clerk explained this was for the Town Rangers Chapter 8 licence renewal. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Bushby and seconded by Councillor S Inch, and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 5 September 2024 be approved. 
 
(Vote – For: 6 , Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 
b) External Audit 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence and seconded by Councillor Ms. R Clarke, 
and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the External Audit Report FY 24 be approved. 
 
(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0) 
 

c) Internal Audit 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Lawrence and seconded by Councillor Bushby, and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Internal Audit Report Quarter 1 FY 24 be approved. 
 
(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0) 
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30.  PAPERLESS AGENDAS AND MINUTES 

 
Councillors considered the transition to a paperless system and the benefits of doing this in 
terms of environmental carbon emission reductions as well as cost savings. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Mc Kenzie and seconded by Councillor Ms. R Clarke, and 
 
RESOLVED:  That The S, F, & GP Committee Recommend to  all full Town Council 
that Bideford Town Council Meetings be conducted without the use of paper. 
 
(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0, Abstention: 0) 
 

31.  MANOR COURT PRESENTMENTS UPDATE 
 
The Town Clerk updated the councillors on the progress of actioning the 2024 
presentments. 
 
Councillor Hellyer remarked on the relevance of some of the presentments as Bideford 
Town Council has no control over the outcome. 
 
Councillor Inch explained that this was a democratic process that had to be considered by 
the jurors of the court and therefore we are some what limited in saying what would make it 
onto the list. 
 

32.  REMEMBERANCE BUFFET 
 
The Councillors considered the requirement for a post Remembrance Service buffet 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Bushby seconded by Councillor Ms. R Clarke, and 
 
RESOLVED:  That a buffet should be provided following the event at a cost of no 
more than £500. 
 
(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0, , Abstention: 0) 
 

33.  TOWN RANGERS TASKS UPDATE. 
 
The Town Clerk also gave an update on the amount of time that the Town Rangers were 
engaged in removing the Extinction Rebellion Fly Posters that had appeared around 
Bideford and Barnstaple. 
 

 
The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and the meeting concluded at 18:50. 
 
 
 
Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 
 
 
Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ……………………….... 
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