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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Staffing, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 

held in the Town Hall on 

 

Thursday 17 October 2024 at 6.30 pm 

 

 

 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby (Chairman) 

Councillor D McGeough 

 

 South Ward Councillor Mrs R Clarke (Town Mayor) 

Councillor P J Lawrence 

Councillor S Inch 

 

 East Ward: Councillor Mrs J Gubb  

Councillor Mrs L Hellyer  

Councillor J McKenzie 

 

 

 

West Ward Councillor T Inch 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Swan (Town Clerk) 

 

 

 

 

 

34.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

None. 

 

35.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Councillor Mrs J Gubb declared a pecuniary interest in item 6a. (related to “Seasonal 

Worker”). 

 

36.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION OF 15 MINUTES DURATION 

 

There was no public participation. 

 



 

10 

 

 

37.  MINUTES 

 

Proposed by Councillor Lawerence and seconded by Councillor Simon Inch, the Minutes of 

the  Meeting held on 5 September 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 1)  

 

38.  CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 

 

 

a. The Town Clerk advised members of the Internal Auditor’s resignation request and 

advised a request for a new appointment will be added to the next Town Council 

Agenda. 

 
 

39.  ACCOUNTS 

 

a. Payment List 

 

It was proposed by Councillor McKenzie and seconded by Councillor Ms. Rachel 

Clarke, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the lists of payments for 5 September 2024 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 0) 

 

b. Independent Audit 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby and seconded by Councillor Tony Inch, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Independent Audit Report Q2 FY 24/25 be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 0) 

 

40.  Q2 FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 

 

Councillors received an update from the Town Clerk on the financial performance of the 

Council to September 2024, including the new Town Ranger Depot finance progress. 

 

41.  ‘PLAYZONE’ FUNDING 

 

The Councillors heard from TDC Officer Adrian Avery on the status of the project and 

funding required.  

 

Three site options were considered and the site closet to The Polyfield Centre was identified 

as the site to be used. 
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It was proposed by Councillor Bushby and seconded by Councillor Simon Inch, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the support for the ‘playzone’ project be funded by £10k from 

Play Equipment earmarked reserves and £7.5k be added to the FY25/26 Budget was 

approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 1, Abstention: 0) 

 

42.  FLORAL DISPLAY QUOTATION 

 

The Councillors received and discussed the quote for the FY25/26 floral displays. 

 

Councillor T. Inch advised that the Rotary Club had donated 4000 crocus bulbs from the 

Polio appeal to be planted around the Town by the Rangers. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Simon Inch seconded by Councillor Jude Gubb, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That the floral display quotation be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 8, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 

 

43.  SPEAKER’S GIFT 

 

The Councillors and discussed the speaker’s gift. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Bushby seconded by Councillor Mc Kenzie, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That a Speaker’s Gift for Manor Court of no more than £300 be 

approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 0) 

 

44.  NORTHAM TOWN COUNCIL YARD SPACE RENTAL 

 

The Councillors discussed the request from Northam Town Council to rent an area in the 

yard of the new Ranger Depot yard at £1 per Sq. Ft. per month for 16 planters. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Mc Kenzie seconded by Councillor Bushby, and 

 

RESOLVED:  That Northam Town Council be permitted to rent the space requested 

at £1 per Sq. Ft. per month for 16 planters be approved. 

 

(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 0) 

 

45.  TOWN RANGERS TASKS UPDATE. 

 

Several Councillors expressed their thanks to the Town Rangers for the excellent work 

undertaken. 
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The business of the meeting having been completed, Members provided positive feedback on 

the manner in which the Meeting had been conducted leading with the Agenda / Pack 

availability on screen. 

 

The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and the meeting concluded at 19:23. 

 

 
 

Signature of Town Mayor:  ………………………………….  Date:  ……………………........ 

 

 

Signature of Chairman:  …………………………………….  Date:  ……………………….... 
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