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BIDEFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on 
 

Thursday 12 December 2024 at 6.30 pm 
 

PRESENT: North Ward: Councillor D Bushby 
Councillor J Gordon 
Councillor K Hind 
Councillor D McGeough 
Councillor S Smith 
 

 South Ward: Councillor Ms R Clarke (Chairman) 
Councillor S Inch 
 

 East Ward: Councillor J Craigie 
Councillor Mrs J Gubb 
Councillor J Hellyer 
Councillor J A McKenzie 
 

 West Ward: Councillor C Hawkins 
Councillor T Inch 
 

 IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Paul Swan (Town Clerk) 
Mr R D Coombes (Deputy Town Clerk)  

  
  
96.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Members noted the apologies received and reasons for absence from: 
 

Councillor P  Lawrence 
Councillor  Mrs L Hellyer 
   

No apologies and reasons for absence were received from: 
   
Councillor M Taylor 

 
 

97.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 
No Declarations were proffered. 
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98.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

99.  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 31 October 2024 were approved, and signed as a correct 
record. 
 
(Vote – For: 7, Against: 0, Abstention: 5) 
 
(Councillor McGeough joined the Meeting.) 
 

100.  ACCOUNTS 
 
To approve the payments listed. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Inch, seconded and 

 
RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments be approved. 

 
(Vote – For: 13, Against: 0) 

 
101.  DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL (DCC) (COUNCILLOR) REPORT 

 
Members had sight of a report provided by Councillor Mrs Hellyer. 

 
Councillor J Hellyer noted that (Devon County) Councillor Jeffrey Wilton-Love (Bideford West 
and Hartland) had not attended Council for a year.  He asked the Mayor to request the County 
Councillor’s attendance at the next Meeting (23 January 2025); the Chairman agreed. 
 
Councillor McKenzie requested that the DCC report focus on Bideford (over National detail). 
 
Councillor S Inch raised concerns over highway works at Heywood Roundabout that had caused 
extreme congestion along Kingsley Road / the Quay to the Long Bridge throughout the day.   
 
Councillor McGeough had requested the attendance of the Traffic Enforcement Team in relation 
to the Abbotsham Road works; the Chairman believed that progress was being made. 
 

102.  COMMUNICATION BROUGHT FORWARD ON THE DIRECTION OF THE MAYOR 
/ TOWN CLERK 
 

The Town Clerk advised: 
 
a. Signing of the Lease – 14 December 2024.  Members were asked to be robed by 10.40am; 

the Town Hall will be open from 10.00 am. 
 

b. Market Claim – After protracted engagement the Council’s insurers agreed to make a 
payment in respect of water damage to a shop unit. 
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103.  STAFFING, FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28 November 2024 were approved and adopted. 
 
(Vote – For: 12, Against: 0, Abstention: 1) 
 

104.  MARKET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 December 2024 were approved and adopted. 
 
(Vote – For: 9, Against: 0, Abstention: 4) 

 
105.  PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 
a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 November 2024 were approved and adopted. 

 
(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 
 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 December 2024 were approved and adopted. 
 
(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 
 

106.  TOURISM COMMITTEE  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 December 2024 were approved and adopted. 
 
(Vote – For: 11, Against: 0, Abstention: 2) 
 

107.  DECARBONISATION COMMITTEE 
 
a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 October 2024 were approved and adopted. 

 
(Vote – For: 10, Against: 1, Abstention: 2) 
 

b. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 December 2024 were approved and adopted. 
 
(Vote – For: 10, Against: 0, Abstention: 3) 

 
108.  TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL – UPDATE 

 
Councillor Bushby advised: 
 
a. Kenwith Dam Improvement Scheme.  Works could take two and a half to four years to 

complete with a view to creating another (small) lake; the low lying land will be excavated to 
create a culvert under the road to the Pumping Station (to be upgraded). 
 
As a consequence of the works, police bollards in place along Northam Road are benefitting 
the traffic flow by removing the hitherto prevalent parking hazard. 
 

b. TDC / St Mary’s Church of England Primary School – Christmas Card Initiative.  The First 
Year pupils were tasked with designing  Christmas Cards for TDC. 
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Four pupils were adjudged winners and were presented with Book Tokens at an Assembly 
Award Ceremony. 

 
109.  BRIDGE TRUST 

 
Councillor Mrs Gubb briefed Members on Estate works, income, expenditure, charitable 
donations and grants figures.   
 

110.  ELECT TWO NOMINATIVE TRUSTEES – BRIDGE TRUST 
 
Councillors Bushby, T Inch, D McGeough and K Hind all indicated their willingness to serve as 
nominative trustees.  All were seconded by Councillors McKenzie, Mrs J Gubb, J Hellyer and 
Craigie respectively; two rounds of voting confirmed Councillors Bushby and Hind Nominative 
Trustees. 
 
First round: 
 

Councillor Bushby: (Vote – For: 13)  
 
Councillor T Inch: (Vote – For: 4) 
 
Councillor K Hind: (Vote – For: 8)  
 
Councillor D McGeough: (Vote – For: 8) 
 

Second round: 
 
Councillor K Hind: (Vote – For: 9)  
 
Councillor D McGeough: (Vote – For: 8) 

 
The business of the meeting having been concluded the Mayor thanked the members for their 
attendance at the meeting which concluded at 7.00 pm. 
 
 
 
Signature of Town Mayor: …………………………… Date: ………………............... 



47  
 

 


	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in the Town Hall, Bideford on
	Thursday 12 December 2024 at 6.30 pm
	 IN ATTENDANCE:
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA


